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Can you give me a little bit of background about the library, about what kind of patrons you 
serve and what kind of information you provide? 
 
I'll check through our records and see if I can find out exactly when the library started.  I 
would say, it was probably in the late 1970s.  The organization started in 1960.  As far as 
clients that we serve, we're open to the general public.  The majority of people that come to 
use our collection are probably do-it-yourselfers, looking for information on renovation 
techniques or people that want to find out more about their house or that particular style of 
architecture, students working on a variety of architecture and heritage-related projects.  And 
then, we also, of course, answer a lot of questions to support the work of our staff. 
 
Do you get many contractors, construction people, businesses? 
 
Not a lot of contractors, but a lot of engineering firms, because they're required to do what's 
called Section 106 work.  Any time State or Federally funded projects are going to adversely 
impact an historic property, they have to document those impacts and find out if there's any 
way they can mitigate the damage and that sort of thing.  They come in and use our survey 
reports.  I'll show those to you.  They help locate historic properties within a county.  Yeah, I 
get a lot of work from them. 
 
I think you said you were the only librarian?  Do you have many departments or anything?  Is it 
divided up at all? 
 
Yeah, it is.  I'm the Director of Education.  Technically, it's Heritage Education and 
Information.  Within my department is the survey program, the architectural surveys, which 
are those records that document historic properties.  That's kind of being phased out right 
now.  That work's being taken over by Ball State University.  But I also develop educational 
programs for all ages.  It's children's camps and school materials and hands-on workshops 
for adults and continuing education programs for professionals.  Then, we operate the 
Morris Butler House Museum.  That also falls under the Education Department.  So, I 
supervise that staff, too. 
 
What kind of staff do you have, then? 
 
Well, the only staff that we have left associated with this is at the Morris Butler House.  
That's two full-time and one quasi-part time person.  And then, as I said, the survey used to 
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consist of a full-time, a part-time, and then the summer surveyors, but that's now being 
handled through the preservation—the Center for Historic Preservation at Ball State.   
 
What technologies do you have available for patrons, either on-site or remotely?  You said the 
catalog? 
 
Yeah, our catalog is—vendor is Library World.  There's online access to that.  I might mention 
that even though there's Internet access to it for the public, we are a reference library, 
essentially, for staff.  So, materials don't circulate.  Then of course, just access to the Internet.   
 
Did you have different technology that's used by Administration and staff? 
 
Specifically for the library?  No, it's just one system.  One other technology thing, though 
that we have in cooperation with the IUPUI library is that they have scanned a fair number 
of our materials.  So, they've scanned, I'd say, about half of our slide collection, our 35mm 
slides.  Our survey reports that the engineering companies use, when those go out of print, 
they scan those, and those are available.  And our Indiana Preservationist, which is our 
magazine that goes out to our members, they've scanned back-issues of that.  So that, again, 
is also available to the public, via the IUPUI digital library. 
 
Do you have any assistive or adaptive technologies? 
 
I don't even know what that means!  I don't know.  Do I?   
 
Any—do you get many patrons with learning disabilities and things like that? 
 
No.   
 
Even magnification or something, maybe for blueprints? 
 
No, and we don't have blueprints.  We don't have a lot of materials that are small in detail 
like that.  I'll walk you through and show you what's in our collection.  But, no, that's a very 
good point.  But, we don't have anything like that. 
 
Any special security technology? 
 
No.   
 
It's all by appointment, so— 
 
For the most part.  People do just walk in off the street.  If I'm available, I'll help them.  But 
we always encourage people to make appointments.  We have so little in the way of primary 
sources, that I'm the security.  I'm just keeping an eye on people.  We don't really have a lot 
of terribly valuable materials.  However, I might add, too, though, as the organization 
becomes older, certain materials are becoming older and more important as archival 
resources.  That's an area where we're really lacking, archival storage.  I honestly don't see 
that changing anytime in the near future, due to budgeting cost. 
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That was my next question, do you see any technology changes coming? 
 
Not immediately.  I try to keep up with stuff.  But yeah, I don't really see anything.   
 

     
 
 

     
 
 

 


