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My philosophy of library services to children includes the following: 

Internet filtering  

 I believe that library materials offered to children should be developmentally appropriate.  

That necessitates some degree of Internet filtering of adult material.  However, development 

varies by individual, and librarians should be able override filters on request.  I also believe that 

the library is inherently an educational institution.  While there is some educational value to 

social activity, and some social activity may involve electronic devices, some other forms of 

social media do nothing to promote social development and should legitimately be filtered from 

library offerings.   

Internet safety 

 Children should be taught Internet safety as soon as they're big enough to bang mom's 

iPad against the coffee table.  Perhaps the first lesson to teach, at preschool age, is that children 

should be supervised on the computer.  While children this young may not be able to understand 

what the Internet is, or why they need to be careful, they can at least understand that their parents 

are there to teach them, and that the computer is one more place where they need mom and dad's 

(or a librarian's, or a teacher's) help. 

Philosophy Statement 
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Censorship 

 Certainly, I don't agree that information should be censored, or that libraries should get 

between patrons and information, regardless of age.  However, I would argue that space and 

financial concerns are not the only reasons that libraries do not provide every book ever printed 

to their patrons.  And likewise, the library need not provide every Internet source ever created 

either.  Careful, unbiased curation of resources may result in limits on materials available to 

patrons.  I do not consider this censorship, though it may appear so on the surface to the patron.   

Privacy 

 As far as the library is concerned, children have as much right to privacy as adults.  To 

the extent that they are able to select and borrow materials without the aid of their parents, they 

have the right to privacy from their parents as much as from anyone else.  As a librarian, I would 

feel duty bound not to reveal library or Internet usage information to a child's parents, without 

the child's permission. 

Programming philosophy 

 Children's programming should be developmentally appropriate, should engage the child, 

and should promote literacy and socialization.  Routine is an important part of programming for 

the youngest children.  As children get older, library programming allows them to explore and 

understand more of their world.  These days it cannot be assumed that children will be taught 

how to use the library at school.  Library instruction becomes increasingly important as children 

reach their teens.  Strong programs also benefit the library by increasing circulation, building a 

sense of community, and promoting the organization.   
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Philosophy of reference service 

 The reference interview can be more difficult to conduct with children.  This makes it all 

the more important.  The librarian may need to ask more leading questions than would be 

necessary with an adult, to understand the child's reference needs.  Parents may interject their 

own interpretation of the child's interests, but it is most helpful to understand from the child what 

s/he is looking for.   

 Reference service should also integrate some amount of reference instruction, the amount 

and depth dependent on the age of the child.  With younger children, this may be as simple as 

pointing out the Dewey numbers on the ends of aisles as you walk together to find a book, or 

explaining that the books are arranged alphabetically by author.  Older children can be shown 

how to search the catalog or databases to find what they need for themselves.  Ideally, reference 

instruction should empower the child, and reveal the library as a tool for personal achievement 

and fulfillment throughout their lives.    


