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Which four websites will be most useful for my needs.  That's really hard to tell, as I haven't 
worked in a library since junior high and I've only taken LIBR 101 prior to this class.  I'm not 
really certain what my professional needs are yet. 
 
That said, after just a cursory glance at the following two sites: 
 
Ivy Tech Reference Shelf 
Digital Librarian 
 
I don't think I'm going to be able to walk away from the computer for at least three months.  
These are the kinds of sites I could sit and browse for hours and hours.  Every useful piece of 
information a person could want to know must be there.   
 
Ivy Tech Reference Shelf 
 
I think this is the better of the two.  The links are logically categorized  with clear, concise labels.  
Science, literature, government, directories, calculators, this is the Internet in its highest, purest, 
most idealistic form! 
 
How is it useful for my needs?  As a librarian, I'm sure it's an excellent tool for assisting 
reference queries.  Since I'm not a librarian yet, it will certainly be useful in meeting my 
entertainment needs.  I enjoy helping friends and family find things online, and this site will 
help with that. 
 
Digital Librarian 
 
This site isn't quite as well organized as the Ivy Tech Reference Shelf.  There may be more 
information here, but it's harder to find.  Categories on the front page are a mix of broad and 
narrow.  These categories lead to lists of links that are cluttered up with descriptions.  Probably, 
just a succinct title for the link would be more helpful.   
 
This is useful for all the same reasons I cited for the Ivy Tech Reference Shelf.  They pretty much 
serve the same purpose.  They're just organized differently.  I'd say this would be a good back-
up resource when I have more time to search.  It's compiled and maintained by one woman, 
therefore, it represents her personal resource preferences.  I wouldn't be as certain I could find 
what I was looking for there. 
 
Internet Library for Librarians 
 
I think this site would be most useful for my professional needs.  I can start using it 
professionally today, even though I'm not yet working in a library.  There are links here that can 



teach me a lot about the tools librarians use while doing their jobs.  And I expect this site will be 
helpful in completing homework assignments and projects as I work on my degree. 
 
It not only provides resources for performing research functions on behalf of patrons, it also 
provides resources for librarians to perform all of their professional functions better.  This site 
provides information on library software, cataloging, journals, grants, and job opportunities.  
Everything a librarian could need for professional development. 
 
Indiana Library Federation 
 
Honestly, I'm not sure how useful this site is for my professional needs, but I needed a fourth, 
and this is the best of the worst.  I don't have a lot of faith in these sorts of professional 
organizations, be they for librarians, transcribers, paralegals, accountants, or what-have-you.  
They seem to be more interested in shaping the profession rather than advocating for its 
practitioners.  The resources presented seem designed to encourage professionals to fall in line 
with the organization's goals for the profession as a whole.   
 
For instance, this organization's strategic plan is eight pages long and lists five charter items.  
The first item is to communicate the organization's value to its members and the public.  In 
other words, to market itself to me.  Why would I join an organization whose main function is 
to market itself to me?  Its second item is to evaluate its own operation.  OK, you're marketing 
yourself to me without even understanding what it is you do and how you do it?  The rest of 
the plan items include shaping policy, improving communication with members, and 
increasing collaboration with other similar organizations.  So, when do they get around to 
advocating for library professionals? 
 
Web Junction was no better.  Right on the front page, their top story is titled, "Communicating 
the Value of Your Library."  It gives the impression that the organization exists to help 
professionals do the things the organization wants professionals to do, rather than what might 
actually be helpful to professionals and their libraries.  The same topics begin to be repeated 
from organization to organization, and I begin to wonder, just whose goals are these? 
 
The rest of the organizations listed seemed to no longer exist, or to have merged with other 
organizations.  The Indiana State Library and the Access Indiana Information Network both just 
point to the state government web site.  I could find pages titled "Ready Reference" on various 
individual library sites, and only one dead link pointing to "Indiana Ready Reference" which 
did not include a FAQ.  INCOLSA also no longer exists, having merged with MCS.  I did not 
feel I could review the new organization, MCLS, as I don't know if it serves a similar function or 
purpose to INCOLSA. 


