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LIBR102  (Ivy Tech Community College)                 Reference Sources Analysis  Form 
 

Name of Student:  Joanna Conrad-Pacelli                Subject Category: Science, Technology, and Health 

Call Number for a book (from the library where 

you found the book.   

URL ( for web sites): 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ 

Initialism (If Relevant): List only if it is known by its 

initials, for example, BIP, OED. 

 

 

Bibliographic citation (Include:  Author/editor, title, place, publisher, date, edition): 

PubMed.  US National Library of Medicine. National Institutes of Health. Bethesda, MD. 2011 

Retrieved December 3, 2011, from http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ 

 

Arrangement:   How is the main body of the data sequenced?  

__ __ Alphabetic by (Circle one)       author      title      subject      name   word 

_____Chronological ( by date)  

_____In subject chapters 

_____Other:     

If you are examining a web site, what are the different ways information can be accessed—key word, subject 

thesaurus, by date, etc.?  Information can be accessed a variety of ways.  Users can key-word search 

individual or multiple databases.  The front page links to a citation matcher, which allows the user to 

search for a specific source citation.  There is also a link to a page which, in turn, links to many specific 

special queries. 

Indexing:   What indexes or other ways to access the contents are provided: 

_ X___Subject – Records are indexed with NLM Medical Subject Headings 

_____Author 

_____Title    

Where are the indexes located—front or back? (Circle one) 

Unique features: Apart from the special queries and citation matcher, there is also a list of additional 

resources at the bottom of the page.  One of those resources includes a map viewer, which provides 

genome mapping data.  There are also links to several genome projects, including the human genome 

project, where users can search for specific genes to view information about those genes.  Check it out: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mapview/maps.cgi?ORG=hum&MAPS=ideogr,wiyac,gb4,shgcg3&LINKS

=ON&VERBOSE=ON&CHR=4 

Scope:   (use appropriate questions) 

Given the entirety of the subject, what parts of the subject does this work cover?  For example, all of world 

history, or just material since 1960, or material only about the U.S.? What years are covered? What 

geographic areas are covered?  These are only examples.  Think about your subject now and how big it could 

be.  Again, what parts does your source cover or leave out?  Quoting the source: "…over 18 million 

references to journal articles in life sciences with a concentration on biomedicine." 

Currency:   (Answer all of the questions below.) 

How frequently is it published/updated--annually or? Updated daily, Tues. through Sat. 

How important is it to update this title frequently, given its subject? It is extremely important that this title 

be up-to-date.  
Is the material in the volume you have current or out of date? Is the volume you have too old to use? This 

source is up-to-date. 

Primary Purpose: 

 Why would someone use this title? Who are expected to be the main users? This is primarily an 

academic/research/scientific resource.  The information provided would be far above the heads of 

anyone without a medical science background.       
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Additional Purposes Served:  For what other reasons might someone use this title and why?  

Apart from strictly medical scientific research, there could be statistical uses as well. 

Other Formats:  Is there a free Web version—give the address (url).  Mention any for cost.  Don’t mention 

here a web site that only sells the book. 

Links to full articles are provided when available, and according to the website, that is increasingly the 

case.     

Special features:  Anything that should be noted and known about this source that doesn’t fit in the other 

boxes. 

I mentioned the special features above.   

Authority or credentials of issuing body or authors, or review opinions:   

Some ways to answer this:  Is this written by a well-known specialist in the field? What is the author’s 

publishing history and reputation?  Has the author won awards?   

Does the book come from a major publisher?  From an organization with a special bias? What do the major 

reviewing media have to say about this work? 

Hint:  Check the book jacket and look for comments on Amazon & Barnes & Noble, among other quick 

checks. If there are no reviews for your edition or a different edition (you can use that), check to see if 

Wikipedia has any comments.  If none, check WorldCat to see how many libraries hold the title.  All of these 

will give some indication of what other libraries thought of the title. 

 

Quoting the source: " The great majority of journals are selected for MEDLINE based on the 

recommendation of the Literature Selection Technical Review Committee (LSTRC), an NIH-chartered 

advisory committee of external experts analogous to the committees that review NIH grant applications. 

Some additional journals and newsletters are selected based on NLM-initiated reviews, e.g., history of 

medicine, health services research, AIDS, toxicology and environmental health, molecular biology, and 

complementary medicine, that are special priorities for NLM or other NIH components. These reviews 

generally also involve consultation with an array of NIH and outside experts or, in some cases, external 

organizations with which NLM has special collaborative arrangements."    

Personal impression:  Did you like it?  Find it frustrating?  Were you impressed? Don’t just say: I liked it or 

was impressed. Say WHY. 

 

I was amazed by how much information is here.  Completely stunned.  The genome maps alone are jaw-

dropping.  The citation matcher is something that every online resource should have.    

Examples typifying reference uses:  Give two typical questions that this book could answer. 

1. How many markers are on chromosome 4 of the human genome? 

2. What is the relationship between auto-immune thyroiditis and celiac disease? 

Joanna Conrad-Pacelli 

Name (again for page 2): 

 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/jsel.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference/spec_col_arr.html

