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Discuss ideas you have about processing or preservation that would help simply (by 
implementation of your plan) or streamline the processing or preservation 
procedures and help to educate others (patrons and staff in other areas) about the care 
needed for various types of library resources. 
 
Based more, I guess, on my work experience than on the readings, I have a couple of 
ideas about how to streamline processing.  The first one would have to happen on the 
publisher's end, and I don't think is likely to happen.  Standardizing the text lay-out on 
book spines would go a long way toward streamlining processing.  At the very least, 
publishers could simulate a label by printing a white square at the bottom of each one.  
The cost of labels would be eliminated and information could be written in permanent 
marker.  I love the older books on the shelves that have the Dewey numbers printed 
directly on the books, in contrasting colors.  They're so much easier to read.  
 
I also think it's important to standardize processing as much as possible.  Everything 
should be processed the same way, with very limited exceptions.  When every sub-
section of the collection has its own special way of doing things, patrons and staff who 
have to work with the collection as a whole can only be left confused.  Team work 
among various departments is extremely important as well.  It's probably not an issue 
in small libraries, but in large ones, when each department is only concerned about 
their own piece of the process, without caring about the ways that their procedures 
affect other departments' procedures, work ends up being duplicated - or at the very 
least, less efficient.  It seems really stupid to me that different departments would 
outright work against each other instead of working together for the common cause.  
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